[MRI and pituitary adenoma].
Pituitary is the most important gland of the organism which can be affected by many diseases, especially by adenomatous processes. Classically macroadenoma, microadenoma and picoadenoma are described, according to the size of the pituitary adenoma. The diagnosis of microadenoma was long considered a highly difficult task and that of picoadenoma was impossible by computed tomography. Recently, the high resolution of multiplanar MRI has enabled the diagnosis of microadenomas measuring less than 3 mm (picoadenoma). For macroadenoma, MRI not only contributes to diagnosis but is particularly important to assess the extension and to detect possible complications. The aim of our study is to illustrate MRI features in pituitary adenoma.